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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 104762 

E.O. II652:GDS 
TAGS:MASS, AU 

SUBJECT:M-60A3 TANK EOR AUSTRIA 

REF: A) SECDEF MSG DTG 212245 APRIL 77 
B) USDAO AUSTRIA MSG DTG 230853Z MAR 77 

1 . REETEL A ADVISED USG HAD NO OBJECTION TO SALE OF M-60A3 
TANK TO AUSTRIA. HOWEVER, SINCE THAT MESSAGE, IT HAS BEEN 
DETERMINED THAT BECAUSE OE THE CLASSIEICATION LEVEL OE NEW 
AND SENSITIVE EQUIPMENT IN THE A3 VERSION OE M-60, AN 
EXEMPTION TO NATIONAL DISCLOSURE POLICY WOULD BE REQUIRED 
IN ORDER EOR AUSTRIA TO RECEIVE A COMPLETE BRIEEING ON THE 
M-60 A3. 

2. AS YOU ARE AWARE, USG ARMS TRANSEER POLICY IS PRESENTLY 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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UNDER REVIEW. ONE OF THE ISSUES ADDRESSED IN THAT REVIEW 
IS THE SALE OR TRANSFER OE EIRST LINE TECHNOLOGY WEAPONS 
SYSTEMS TO EOREIGN COUNTRIES. PENDING COMPLETION OF THAT 
REVIEW, WE ARE UNABLE TO ADDRESS REQUESTS EOR EXCEPTIONS TO 
NATIONAL DISCLOSURE POLICY EOR NEW WEAPONS SYSTEMS. 

3. WE EXPECT COMPLETION OE REVIEW BY DATE OE THE AUSTRIANS' 
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ARRIVAL FOR SCHEDULED BRIEFING (MAY 22-27), BUT REQUEST YOU 
ADVISE THEM THAT THEY MAY WISH TO DELAY THE TRIP UNTIL 

A) USG HAS AN ESTIMATE OF WHEN THE M-60A3 WILL BE 
AVAILABLE FOR FOREIGN MILITARY SALES, AND B) ARMY IS 
AUTHORIZED TO FULLY BRIEF ON ALL M-60A3 SUBSYSTEMS AND 
EQUIPMENT. 

4. YOU MAY ALSO WISH TO POINT OUT TO THE AUSTRIANS THAT 
THE M-60A3 IS JUST ENTERING PRODUCTION AND US FORCE 
REQUIREMENTS HAVE FIRST PRIORITY, NATO AND OTHER TREATY 
ALLIES HAVE SECOND. THEREFORE, DELIVERIES TO OTHER 
FRIENDLY COUNTRIES WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE UNTIL US AND 
ALLIED INVENTORIES ARE FILLED. CHRISTOPHER 
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